mmm 


June 8, 1887. 


THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Oar Times la Prophecy, Ho. 16. 


BT JOHN CULT*. 

Cause of the judgement. Suppose the Lord would 
now shower bread upon ua from heaven aa he did 
once of old, and would miraculously oanae our 
present raiment to stay new for forty years, what 
would become of the merchandise of this world 
which is regulated by a system of prices that ia 
ruled by demand and supply? Why this present 
monstrous system would paas away like a vapor. 

Now what is the difference in effect upon the 
merchandise of this world whether our bread and 
clothing are furnished in a miraculous manner or 
* by the aid of the natural elements : Are -and water 
in operating machinery that displaces the hand la- 
bor 'i No difference at all. And verily is this not 
a notable characteristic of our times ? 

The idea that has been hooted at in years past 
that inventions would cheapen labor has not only 
been strengthened amongst us, but it has actually 
come to pass, and today t housands of men are be- 
ing thrown, not only on partial time of employment 
but in many instances entirely out of employment. 
If we turn to the 81st page of the First Annual 
Report of the Commissioner of Labor, 1886, we 
will And the following startling instances recorded 
r in regard to our power of production by the aid in 
the invention of laboring machinery. There it is 
stated that the proprietors of an extensive estab- 
lishment in the manufacture of agricultural imple- 
ments have furnished the report with a table in de- 
tail that declares that 600 men with machinery 
perform the labor that would require 2,145 men to 
perform without machinery in the same light of 
time. The report further says, that one man with 
machinery is equal to from 44 to 40 men in the 
turning and of fitting stocks in the manufacture of 
small arms. That in the manufacture of brick, 
improved devices have displaced 10 per cent, and 
in the manufacture of fire-brick 40 percent has been 
displaced. Summing up all the different state- 
. ments in the Report on the manufacture of boots 
and shoes, it shows that one man with the use of 
improved machinery v equal in producing as much 
finished work in this industry as 15 men would be 
able to produce in same length of time by hand- 
labor. It is computed that in the broom manufac- 
ture, that each machine displaces three men. An- 
other statement is to the effect that one man with 
the aid of machinery will produce a carriage of a 
certain style in 12 days that would require 36 .lays 
labor by hand. In the manufacture of carpets the 
reckoning is, one man with machinery against from 
10 to 20 men. In spinning* 1 against from 75 to 
** 100 men. In weaving one against 10. In brush- 
ing and measuring carpet 1 against 15. In out- 
ting out caps and hats, 1 man against 6. 

In regard to the cotton manufacture the Report 
says, "It is quite generally agreed that there baa 
been a displacement, taking all processes of cotton 
manufacture into consideration, in the proportion 
of 3 to 1. In the manufacture of flour 1 man with 
improved machinery against 3 without it. In the 
manufacture of furniture 2 against 3. In the glass 
industry 1 against 6. In the production of metal- 
lic goods 2 against 3. In the manufacture of steel 
1 against 10. In tin cans 1 man with improved 
devices against 2, In making lard pails, 1 man 
and a boy equal what formly required 10 skilled 
men. Giving in all of these instances the same 
length of time, in which the labor is to be perform- 
ed. 

In certain kinds of tin- ware five times as much 
ia now produced by 1 man in a certain length of 
time as one skilled workman could prodace*10 
years ago in that time. In the manufacture of 
musical instruments, in one instance, a boy with a 
machine will perform the labor of 25 men without 
a machine. In another instance in the same indus- 
try 1 man against 5. In coal mining 1 man with 
a machine will get out 22 and two seventh tons per 
month more than the man without the machine. 
In a phosphate mine in South Carolina 10 men 
accomplish with machinery what 100 men handle 
without in the same time. In the Hooking Valley, 
in one place, 160 men with mining machinery pro- 
duce, in a month's work about the same amount of 
coal that 500 men will produce by hand, working 


the same number of days. It is estimated that in 
the manufacture of paper, a machine now used for 
cutting and drying, ran by 4 men and 6 girls, will 
da the work formly done by 100 persons. In the 
manufacture of wall paper 1 man against 100 men. 
In pottery in South Carolina thu product is ten 
times greater by machine processes than by mus- 
cular labor. 

All these statements are wonderful in our time, 
and serious to contemplate in connection with our 
subject, especially that part of our system th it is 
based upon that of supply and demand. "We do 
not even need to refer to statistical reports in order 
to study the effect of laboring machinery on supply 
and demand, bnt the knowledge that has sprung 
upon us in the power of supplying the wants of 
the hnman family, by inventions in machinery, be- 
comes apparent to the most unlearned in the field 
and on the farm. Consider for a moment the 
amount of labor displaced in the corn cultivator, 
the corn planter, the mower, the harvester — with 
which a man and a boy will put a field of ripe 
wheat into shock in one day, that would require 
with the sickle of old from 15 to 20 men to per- 
form. All these things explain, even to the uned- 
ucated why we have idle men roaming about ; why 
we have strikes and lockouts ; why the wheels of 
great factories are slowing up and are rti lining on 
short time and even closing down entirely. It ex- 
plains whv we have about 50,000,000 bushels ot 
surplus wheat, and excessive stocks of merchandise 
of all kinds, such as are enumerated in Rev. 18 : 12, 
13, which are stored in every corner of our land. 
It explains why we have all this confusion in our 
political campaigns, and in our legislative halls 
about tariff and protection. It explains why our 
money is stagnating in the safety vault** and as 
difficult to get into circulation and keep it there as 
the blood is of the body of a sick man when he is 
ready to depart this existence. All ot these symp- 
toms foretell the great end our system is gradually 
approaching. 

Whether our bread and clothing were given to ua 
miraculously or made by laborsaving machinery, 
there is no difference in the effect upon our system 
that is governed by supply and demand, and our 
bread is liable to become as cheap, if it may in fact, 
not be attained with less labor than the manna ct 
old was attained in the wilderness, when the bene- 
fits of labor-saving inventions and that of the great 
discoveries in the natural elements are properly 
distributed over the earth, when all humanity may 
share in these great benefits. Even as ill and sel- 
fish as things seem to be arranged at present by 
legislation in order to favor money-mongers and 
ambitious persons and millionaires and cliques and 
monopolist corporations who cause a check to pro- 
duction by throwing thousands out of employment 
in order to realize all benefits accruing from our 
recent increase in knowledge in machinery,. Even 
at this seemingly awkward and selfish rate, we are 
having great stores of surplus wheat and an over- 
stock of all kinds of merchandise. 

Indeed our system would not, and oven could 
not exist at present at all were it not for the giant 
power of our established religious and political in- 
fluence that compel men to submit to the monopo- 
list systems, and corporations which these popular 
influences have and do now foster. 

Who is it that is holding in check the knowl- 
edge that we have attained unto in supplying the 
wants of the human family, and depriving us of 
that which should constitute us the most happy of 
all the worlds of people that ever have preceded us, 
in relieving us (at least partially) from the curse 
that beiell'us in the transgression by our forefath- 
er in the garden of Eden ? It is our socalled 
Christian government which without understand- 
ing, like dumb beasts in the face of these things 
legislate to favor a few and enslave the many ; ig- 
norantly permitting the benefits of this knowledge 
to enhance such a class only, who never have la- 
bored and earned their bread by muscular labor, 
and now appropriate these benefits to their excess- 
ive lusts in costly living and avaricious money- 
greed. Then is it not surprising that with this 
knowledge of producing the wants of the human 
family by labor-saving machinery, driven by the 
natural elements of our earth, that those whom we 


call smart and wise men ; and great men ; politic- 
ian? and statesmen ; will attempt the unreasonable 
feat ot continuing our present system on the basis 
of present prices and have them to be ruled by 
supply and demand, and expect a great portion of 
the human family to go somewhere and earn wag- 
es in order to be able to buy their merchandise I 
From the very nature of things it is impossible 
for our present social and political system to con- 
tinue to exist. It does not need to be argued that 
the end is near simply because the prophecy says 
so, much lesB because we have hosts of organized 
Knights of Labor, or threatening Anarchists in 
Chicago, nor because of a Michael Davitts apita- 
tions among the Irish in Ireland, or the commotions 
of a Oladestones Home Rule in the Parliament of 
England ; although all of these relate themselves) 
in t heir cause to the question under consideration ; 
but if we can prove "that no man buyeth their 
merchandise any more," because the laws of supply 
and demand have been disannulled it. the recent 
knowledge of labor-saving machinery, we have not 
only attained unto the cause, but also in a certain 
degree the time of the judgement. Nevertheless 
we must not invalidate the miraculous eye of 
prophecy in foreseeing and forewarning of this 
judgment. Nor insignificantly iudge the present 
rumbling and agitations and organizing of forces 
amidst the civilized pot tion of the world. 
Warrensburg, Mo. t 


Net Biggest but Fittest. 

In our boyhood we knew a man who came to 
a fortune ; there was his "lot in the lap." He, in 
fact, could not use it ; it was thrown into his lap. 
He still continued his nightly visits at the public- 
house — 'The Mitre and Crown" — and stood treat 
all round. He had drawn his lot, and what was 
its value to him ? The value ot the lot is in the 
wise and disposing mind ; the gold, without that, 
is worse than dust, for it may be a devil. God 
contradicts the lot of life frequently ; frequently 
man seems to possess all, when, in fact, ne finds he 
possesses nothing. Man confounds his possession 
with his mere environment, that which is around 
him with that which is in him. 

"Not what is biggest, but what is fittest, is 
best.*' We cry for a larger lot. So a child cries 
for his father's boots — big but uncomfortable ; but 
when you buy a pair for your child, you would not 
heed him if he cried for a very large pair. It ia 
not the gift, it is the disposition. A heap of let- 
ters in a printing-office is not a book, although it fur- 
nishes that of which books are made. It is not 
health or constitution which forms the end ot life, 
but it in character, and this is pre-eminently the 
gift of God ■ character in its highest sense — char- 
acter which puts the crown upon the brow of weak- 
ness, and the absence of which leaves strength 
lost, ruined, and powerlesB. 

Do not tell us of your lot, your glorious lot. 
An old proverb says, "2kll me who is your executor." 
Suddenly comes calamity, suddenly rises soul — 
and therefore while you may be unable to find 
comfort in your lot, you may find it in the Provi- 
dence which governs it. The Lord disposes. 
God haB never given up his control over the af- 
fairs of men ; and it is only when he is forgotten, 
that he seems to be Jar remote from tbem. It is 
impossible that he who created could retire from 
the control or direction of this strange and vast 
circle of being. God still "aittetb upon the circle 
of the earth ;" "to him still the inhabitants are as 
grasshoppers, and he takcth up the isles as a very 
little thing." Nature may not always, perhaps, 
adequately represent him in his higher attributes — 
as how could it ? — but neither her ways or yours 
are ever hid from him. — The Armory 


Shall we repine at a little misplaced charity, we 
who could no way foresee the effect, when an all- 
knowing, all-wise Being showers down every day 
his benefits on the unthankful and undeserving ? 
— JUtrhnrg. 

Homes are like harps, of which one ia finely carv- 
ed and bright with gilding, bnt ill-tuned, and 
jarring the air with its discords, while another ia 
old and plain and worn, but from its chords float 
strains that are a feast of music. 


